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INFO SHEET 
2010 Growth Industries and Trends 
 
Overview: This information sheet, compiled by Felicia Joy and created from various sources on the web, is 
designed to provide growth industry insights to entrepreneurs and small businesses for a variety of planning 
purposes. For questions or comments on the information sheet, visit Felicia Joy’s website at www.feliciajoy.biz and 
leave a comment, connect with her on Twitter at www.twitter.com/feliciajoy, or e-mail info@feliciajoy.biz.   
 
1. Green Energy and Construction: Green is the thing.  In an environmentally conscious world, anything that is 

eco-friendly, LEEDS certified or less impactful to the planet is a hot trend (pun intended). Also, businesses that 
support these businesses are good opportunities including niche services – such as green building inspection, a 
PR firm with a green construction or green energy specialization, eco-conscious lobbyists to advocate for more 
green legislation and regulations, and other auxiliary companies including green office administrators – 
administrative management services that can help companies run paperless—or near paperless—operations. 

2. Small Business Services: Entrepreneurship is experiencing a global explosion. Lots of people are starting 
businesses for the first time and are not sure what to do and also need to run their businesses on a dime. 
Small business services that can provide information to help new companies get off the ground successfully—
and cheaply—have a great opportunity to win.  

3. Discount Retail: True luxury is passé for the foreseeable future. Even folks who like the fancy stuff want it for 
less. So discount retail is booming.  If you can offer low-cost products and services in a retail format—or 
enable others to do so—you may have a winner on your hands.  

4. Education: Parents are concerned about their children being equipped to compete in an increasingly 
competitive economy so they are prepared to invest in their children’s education.  Also, skills and education 
enhancement has been a big response to The Great Recession. Therefore all kinds of education from hour-
long workshops to traditional advanced degree programs are growing in popularity and profitability.  

5. Domestic Chore Outsourcing: Home cleaning services, nanny care, in-home chef services and other domestic 
services are oddly in demand, according to growth and trend data, despite The Great Recession. Go figure. 

6. Health and Wellness: Supplements, fun exercising, mind-body coaching, wellness excursions, self-
improvement courses and services are all in demand and increasing quickly.  This growth is driven by baby 
boomers who want to remain feeling and looking young – and by a new generation of young adults who are 
interested in a high quality of life, beyond their job. 

7. Affordable Alcohol: Boozing never goes out of style—people just want to do it for a lower price. 
8. Pet Care: People have made their pets a part of the family and they’re spending big money to take care of 

them like children. Fill their needs and you’re in business.   
9. Confections (Candy): Candy is liked by kids and adults and will be forever. It’s a sweet business opportunity 

with the right branding and positioning. 
10. Healthcare Technology: Our modern, fast-paced, stressful lives and horrible eating habits have caused a spike 

in health problems.  This has also created an opportunity to develop, sell, support, service and operate the 
technologies that prevent, diagnose and correct these ailments. Business opportunities abound n this industry 
– including training and staffing. 

11. Software as a Service: Developing web-based tools and selling memberships or licenses is the new way to do 
distribute software.  

12. In-home healthcare: An aging population makes this a strong contender for a big business. Seniors who need 
medical and personal care assistance want to experience it in their own homes versus a strange and 
uncomfortable location. 

13. Technical and Trade Schools: Has the job market has tightened and people need new skills fast, technical and 
trade schools are increasing in enrollment. 

14. Mobile Dining: More time in traffic, longer days at work, and more stuff to do has increased the popularity of 
street-vended food, food delivery and fast-casual dining. If you can feed demand you could be in business. 

15. Government Contracting: The U.S. federal government is the biggest consumer in America. Enough said. 
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